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Mayor led city 


in time of change 
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Ed Lee, shown in 2012, died early Tuesday morning after collapsing at a grocery store on Monday night. He was the city’s first Asian American mayor. 


Big challenges: Humble politician 
juggled soaring economy, fallout 


By Kurtis Alexander 
and Erin Allday 


Edwin Mah Lee, a onetime 
housing activist who as San 
Francisco's first Asian Amer- 
ican mayor led the city 
through a period of prosper- 
ous yet turbulent tech-fueled 
growth, died early Tuesday 
after suffering a heart attack. 
He was 65. 

He collapsed while shopping 
at the Safeway on Monterey 


Boulevard near his Glen Park 
home about 10 p.m. Monday. 
He was taken to San Francisco 
General Hospital, where he 
died at 1:11 a.m. Tuesday sur- 
rounded by family and friends. 

Lee’s nearly seven years at 
the helm of a city known for its 
colorful leaders and vibrant 
politics marked a stark change 
at the mayor’s office. The re- 
served government manager 
and humble civil rights at- 

Lee continues on A12 


Chinatown: Community adopted 
him as a native son — ‘one of us’ 


By Jill Tucker, Annie Ma 
and Wendy Lee 


Ed Lee wasn’t born in San 
Francisco, but that didn’t mat- 
ter to the large Chinese com- 
munity that adopted him as a 
native son. 

“He was one of us,” Norman 
Fong, director of the China- 
town Community Develop- 
ment Center, said Tuesday. 


“One of our guys made it to 
mayor.” 

Lee became known in the 
Chinatown community in the 
1970s as the civil rights lawyer 
who pushed residents of the 
Ping Yuen public housing 
complex to speak up and fight 
to improve conditions. He 
became a perennial volunteer 
behind the scenes at the 

Chinatown continues on A14 
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London Breed assumed the position of acting 
mayor after Ed Lee died Tuesday. 


How mayor is chosen 


Under San Francisco’s charter, when the mayor 
dies, the president of the Board of Supervisors 
becomes acting mayor and also retains a seat on 
the board, so London Breed occupies both posi- 
tions. 

The supervisors may then appoint a successor 
to Mayor Ed Lee until an election is held for a per- 
manent replacement. If they do not appoint a 
successor, the board president continues as acting 
mayor until the election, which will be held on June 
5, 2018. 

The winner of the election serves out the re- 
mainder of Lee’s term, which ends on Jan. 8, 2020. 
That person would be eligible to serve two consec- 
utive four-year terms as mayor unless he or she 
was appointed and assumed the office before 
noon on Jan. 8, 2018. 


The successor: 
London Breed 
grew up in city’s 
rough projects 


By Lizzie Johnson 


She was the native San 
Franciscan raised in the hous- 
ing projects who had somehow 
escaped the violent fates that 
befell family and friends and 
was climbing the ranks at City 
Hall. 

Now London Breed is the 
city’s acting mayor. 

As president of the Board of 
Supervisors, Breed was the 
legal successor to Mayor Ed 
Lee, who suffered a heart at- 
tack while grocery shopping 
late Monday night and died 
early Tuesday morning. Breed, 
43, could serve as acting mayor 
until a June 2018 election. The 
supervisors could also name 
her interim mayor or choose 
another candidate. 

It seems more likely that 
Breed, who has led the Board 
of Supervisors since 2015, will 
be confirmed as interim mayor 
by her colleagues in spite of 
the political discord between 

Breed continues on A16 


» Politics: Succession picture becomes even 


» Al Saracevic: Mayor Ed Lee made no secret of 


» Heather Knight: Ed Lee reshaped the city, while 


more muddled with death of mayor. 
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being the Bay Area’s No. 1 sports fan. 


BI | remaining the same person he always was. D1 


GOP bill would allow 
bikes in wilderness 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — A 
House committee is expected 
to approve controversial leg- 
islation Wednesday that 
would open all federal wilder- 
ness, including almost 15 mil- 
lion acres in California, to 
mountain bikes. 

The bill by Rep. Tom 
McClintock, R-Elk Grove 
(Sacramento County) would 
amend the 1964 Wilderness 
Act, which specifically bans 
“mechanical transport,” to 


allow bicycles on 109 million 
acres of designated wilderness 
that constitute some of the 
most remote and undisturbed 
areas of the country. 
McClintock, chairman of 
the House Natural Resources 
panel on public lands, said 
the bill would “help restore 
public access to public land.” 
The legislation, HR1349, 
has provoked a fierce back- 
lash from conservation 
groups, but has the support 
of mountain biking enthusi- 
Wilderness continues on A19 
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» ‘Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi’: Mark Hamill gives his 
all as Luke Skywalker. E1 
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Alabama Dem’s win 
is also one for women 


By Joe Garofoli 


Democrat Doug Jones’ upset 
victory in the Alabama Senate 
special election Tuesday not 
only narrows the GOP ad- 
vantage in Washington, it 
sends a cultural message to the 
#MeToo movement that has 
been raising awareness about 
sexual harassment nationally: 
Even voters in ruby-red states 
are hearing you. 

Alabama voters, who had 
twice elected Moore to the state 
Supreme Court despite anti- 


LGBT and anti-Muslim posi- 
tions, couldn’t stomach allega- 
tions that he committed sexual 
misconduct decades ago with 
teenage girls when he was in 
his 30s. Moore denied the accu- 
sations of impropriety, as did 
Donald Trump, who won the 
presidency despite allegations 
of harassment from 16 women. 
But this time, the denials fell 
largely on deaf ears as Jones 
eked out a narrow victory with 
50 percent of the vote Tuesday. 
Moore, who got 48 percent of 
Alabama continues on A19 


